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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTER ON BELIZE TALKS 

1. SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE WAS CHIRFl.Y 
SIGNIPICANT FOR TENTATIVE EFPORTS TO PERSUADE DOMESTIC OPINION 
OP NEED POR PLEXIBLE APPROACH TO NEXT ROUND OP TALKS WITH UK. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED. PONMIN MOLINA HELD LONG-PROMISED 
PRESS CONPERENCE JULY 13 REGARDING RESULTS OP RECENT BELIZE 
TALKS. HIS PRINCIPAL POINTS WERE: 

A. UK AND GUATEMALAN POSITIONS (WHICH REPORTERS DID NOT PRESS 
HIM TO SPECIFY) WERE .STIT T. FAR APART. HE AGAIN DENIED THAT 
HE TOLD WASHINGTON PRESS THAT GOG SOUGHT JUST A PORTION OP 
BELIZE. 
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B. REITERATED THAT MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENT OP GUATEMALA WAS 
LOWERING OP TENSION LEVEL AND UK "ASSURANCE- OP NO 
UNILATERAL GRANT OF INDEPENDENCE TO BELIZE. 

C. THAT THE TIME HAS PASSED POR "JURIDICAL" SOLUTIONS; 

THE SEARCH NOW IS POR A "POLITICAL" PORMULA OFPERING 
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A "REALISTIC" SOLUTION THROUGH CONCILIATION OF EXTREMEN 
POSITIONS VIA MUTUAL CONCESSIONS. 

D. HE GAVE NOTHING AWAY IN WASHINGTON. HOWEVER, WHILE 
GOG GOAL REMMAINED CONTROL OF ALL BELIZE, HE LET IT BE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT GUATEMALA WOULD NOT NECESSARILY DEMAND ALL 
BELIZEAN TERRITORY. 

E. IN ANY CASE ANY AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED WITH UK WOULD 
REQUIRE BLESSING OF CONGRESS AND COUNCIL OF STATE. HE 
TOUCHED ON NEED FOR POSSIBLE AMENDMENT OF THAT PART OF 
CONSTITUTION CONCERNING BELIZE. 

F. REAFFIRMED THAT UK MINISTER ROWLANDS IS EXPECTED 
FOR "NEXT WEEK". (WE UNDERSTAND ARRIVAL NOW SET FOR 
JULY 19.) ROWLANDS VISIT WOULD ESTABLISH DATE FOR NEXT 
NEGOTIATING ROUND. HE DID NOT ENVISAGE "PROLONGED" 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. AFTER FORMAL PRESS CONFERENCE, SMALLER GROUP OF 
REPORTERS QUESTIONED MOLINA ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS. HE REPLIES, "WE SHOULD NOT 

LET OURSELVES BE CARRIED AWAY BY OVERZEALOUS PATRIOTISM 
THAT MIGHT LEAVE US WITH NOTHING." THIS MOST FORTHRIGHT 
STATEMENT WAS NOT CARRIED IN LOCAL PRESS. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT: KEY ASPECT OF MOLINA'A 
PERFORMANCE WAS HIS PROMOTION OF THE NEED FOR FLEXIBILITY. 
WHILE NECESSARILY DEFENSIVE, IN VIEW OF GUATEMALA'S 
EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE, ON THE QUESTION OF TERRITORIAL 
COMPROMISE, HE IS CLEARLY WORKING TO PREPARE DOMESTIC 
OPINION FOR THAT EVENTUALITY. 

BOSTER 
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